Sea lice management

Background
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Larval stages are dispersed through the Reduction in natural defences

Between 2012 and 2017,
10,130 delousing
treatments occurred in

water. Parasitic pre-adult and adult stages

attach onto salmon and feed on mucous The mucous layer present on the skin of fish

skin and tissues. is their natural protection against external

1
parasites, including sea lice. Norway.

Sea lice cause open wounds, a lower

immune capacity and can cause death Sea lice have cost

US$4.36 billion from

Free swimming 2013 to 2019 to the

Parasitic pre-adult

larvae

and adult

Some areas have higher sea lice infection rates than others.

In 2012, sea lice levels in Shetland were on average

>250% higher than the report level of a weekly average

of 3 adult females per fish, whereas Orkney had very

3
low rates".

Note: since 2019, the report level is a weekly average of 2 adult females per fish

Common practices during salmon farming
require the fish to be handled. Handling
damages the fish's protective mucous,
making them more vulnerable to sea lice.

salmon farming

industry?

Careful selection of new farm locations using

oceanographic modelling is needed to prevent farms

being established in areas with known or likely sea

lice infestations.

Fallow periods can greatly reduce the risk of recurring

sea lice infestations, especially if co-ordinated

amongst groups of farms.

Prevention
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Effectiveness

Effectiveness is
limited and depends
on the species, the
time and density of
stocking and

cleanliness of the nets13

7.5-99% effective
depending on:
duration,
concentration and

) 16
previous treatments

13-96% effective
depending on:
duration,
concentration and
previous treatments

Research found no
effectiveness?3
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